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Students at Prior Pursglove College and Stockton Sixth 
Form College have worked together to raise money for the 
Middlesbrough Football Club Foundation.

The group of 20 students spent just over three hours sitting 
in every seat in the Riverside Stadium – all 34,990 of them!

They raised a total of £1136 for the charity which helps young 
people and adults in sport, education and health in the local area.

Students had a lot of seats to fill in 
Sponsored Sit
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The challenge was organised by Prior Pursglove College’s 
Events Team – a dedicated group of students whose aim is 
to assist in the organisation and running of fun and often 
charitable events for all students at the college. The Events 
Team chose MFC Foundation as their ‘Charity of the Year’ and 
have been raising money throughout the year with cake stalls, 
raffles and an Easter tombola. Every student taking part has 
raised a minimum of £20.

This was the first opportunity for students at both colleges 
to work together as they will officially merged on 1st May to 
become Prior Pursglove and Stockton Sixth Form College.

MFC Foundation works across the Tees Valley providing 
activities for young people and adults in sport, education and 
health providing safe, positive environments to help raise 
aspirations of individuals.

Samantha Brudenell, from Middlesbrough said: “Once we 
realised what MFC Foundation did we wanted to help them 
because it felt close to home with lots of us living in Middles-
brough and made us realise that they could help people like us, 
who just maybe are in need of a little extra help.”  

Student Joanna Gray, 17 from Middlesbrough: “I think the day 
went really well, it was quite tiring but so worth doing and was 
such a fun thing to be part of. We got soaked doing the seats 
at the bottom because it was raining! We worked out we did 
about 2,000 seats each in about three hours so my legs were 
aching afterwards!”

Andrea Booth, School Liaison and Events Officer at Prior 

Pursglove College: “I was really pleased with how the activity 
went and am proud of all the students who took part it’s 
fantastic to see a group of young people giving up their time 
and coming up with different fundraising ideas.  The Events 
Team at Prior Pursglove have been raising money for the last 
few months for MFC Foundation with tombolas, cake stalls, 
and raffles  and are passionate about the work the charity does. 
After the sponsored seat sit they are now well on their way to 
reaching their goal of £1,000. It’s also been a pleasure to work 
with MFC Foundation and we have appreciated their support 
throughout the organisation of this event.”

Matthew Ball, from Carlin How, added: “As a college we 
wanted to contribute to the local area and thought that MFC 
Foundation was an excellent charity to be involved with. We 
were all excited to take up the challenge and glad to be able 
raise money for a worthy cause.”

Principal Joanna Bailey said: “I am delighted that students 
on both sites of the merged college have committed to 
supporting the excellent work of the MFC Foundation.  The 
vision behind the merger is to secure the college’s viability for 
the longer term in order to even further enhance the opportu-
nities available to young people in our area.  This is a fantastic 
example of what the students on both sites can achieve by 
working together – the first of many I am sure.”
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A level student Anna McGairy has two things to be 
proud of after receiving an offer from the University 
of Cambridge and also achieving a gold award in the 
British Biology Olympiad.

Anna (ex Laurence Jackson School) has been given a 
conditional offer to study Natural Biological Sciences 
at Girton College, Cambridge, and needs to achieve 
two A*s and one A grade to secure her coveted place. 
She is currently studying A level Geology, Biology, 
Maths and AS level Further Maths and says she is 
really excited to be given the offer and will work hard 
to try and achieve the grades she 
needs.

She was also the highest graded 
student in the college during this 
year’s British Biology Olympiad which 
is a competition open to only the top 
achieving Biology students.  It consists 
of two one hour multiple choice 
papers to be taken online under staff 
supervised exam conditions and just 
over 7,000 students from around the 
UK took part.

Anna said: “I’m really pleased because 
I wasn’t expecting to get the gold 
award as I felt the exam hadn’t gone 
amazingly well and the questions 
were so varied I had to apply other 
things I’d learnt that wasn’t specific to 
Biology A level. For my interview with 
Cambridge I’d done a lot of reading 
around Science as a whole so I think 
that helped me when I was answering 
questions for the Olympiad.” 

Student Charlotte Kirkham (ex 
Laurence Jackson School) also 
achieved Highly Commended in the 
competition.

Faculty Manager Olivia Wytcherley 
said: “Anna is an outstanding Biology 
student. She posted the highest score 

in her exams last year, on the back of this she has 
been successful in securing a place at Girton College 
Cambridge. Her performance in the recent Biology 
Olympiad was excellent, indeed it is the best result we 
have had for a number of years, and to achieve a gold 
award put Anna in the top 6% of 7200 students taking 
part.”

Double success for Science Student 

Prior Pursglove Collage 
has enabled many 
students to go on to 
study at both Cambridge 
and Oxford. In the last 
four years 11 students 
were offered a place at 
one of their colleges.



A level Law student Louis(Ex 

Nunthorpe School) has received a 
prize from Northumbria University’s 
Law School for excellent 

achievement.

Louise scored the highest mark 
of an A grade in her AS level Law 

Law student receives 
university prize

Sport students get ‘hands on’ during 
week residential  

BTEC Sport students spent six days on residential in 
Lancashire with Rock and River Outdoor Pursuits where 
they had the opportunity to try a variety of different 
activities.

The students spent the week rock climbing, kayaking, 
mountain biking and orienteering as part of their practical 
course in outdoor and adventurous activities.

Aaron Booth (ex Laurence Jackson School) said: “We all 
had a great time and it was interesting to be out of college 

doing something different.” 

Chris Burke, teacher of BTEC Sport and P.E said: “Since 
introducing this course the students always look forward 
to this opportunity to go away and for many of them it is 
one of the highlights of their two years. The students fully 
engaged with all the activities and this is reflected in the 
quality of their submitted work.”



Students are ‘Career Ready’ 
A group of nine students attended 
the Mayor’s Chamber in Redcar 
for a special graduation ceremony 
from the college’s Career Ready 
programme.

The students have all completed 
the two year qualification alongside 
their usual studies at the college and 
met with the Mayor of Redcar and 
Cleveland, Brenda Forster, to officially 
graduate. 

Career Ready is designed to prepare 
students on advanced level courses 
in Business and Finance for life after 
college with additional experiences 
to help them with their future 
career. They undertake field trips, 
business visits and master classes 
in employability skills, interviewing 
techniques and networking plus a 
paid six week internship with one 
of our partner organisations which 
include Redcar and Cleveland 
Council, Santander, Yorkshire Bank, 
Barclaycard and Money Matters. 
Not only do students develop their 
theoretical business and finance 
knowledge, but also gain a real 
insight into the way businesses 
operate in the real world.

Paul Grainger, Career Ready 
Coordinator at Prior Pursglove 

College said: “The Career Ready 
programme is invaluable for 
preparing students for success after 
leaving college not just by their 
academic skills but the tangible 
employability skills they gain. 

“This fantastic opportunity 
for our students could not be 
achieved without the hard work 
and dedication of all our business 
partners who we would like to 
sincerely thank.”

The graduating students were: Lucy 
Bennett (ex Nunthorpe School), 
Jessica Smith, Megan Stonehouse 
(both ex Laurence Jackson School), 
Matthew Jones (ex Sacred Heart 
School), Sam Walton (ex Rye Hills), 
Riley Hagen, Jack Nicholds, Andrew 
Nicholson and Josh Pitt (all ex Redcar 
academy).

Since 2009 Prior Pursglove has been 
one of the only 
colleges in the 
Tees Valley to 
be a part of the 
16-18 UK Career 
Ready network, 
(previously 
known as Career 
Academy). 

To earn a place on this 
programme students 
need to demonstrate they 
have the drive to succeed 
and the willingness to 
stretch their potential. 
Graduates from recent 
years have secured 
full time employment, 
Apprenticeships and 

university places. 

There are also 14 students 
who have successfully 
completed their first year 
and will continue the 

qualification next year.
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A day of historical talks took place at the college focusing on 
the De Brus family and the influence they have had on our 
area. 

The De Brus Symposium was organised by the De Brus Project 
and featured a variety of knowledgeable speakers including 
Dr Ruth Blakely, Dr Alan Young, Peter Appleton, Canon Bryan 
Sandford, Jean Eccleston and the college’s previous Heritage 
Officer, Dr M Prior.

The event was part of a long term involvement with the 
De Brus Society starting three years ago when a group of 
students took on the challenge of designing a website to 
promote the area’s forgotten past and the role the medieval 
De Brus family had in making Teesside and North Yorkshire 
what it is today.

The De Brus Trail was created which links several locations 
across the area including Hartlepool, Yarm, Guisborough, 
Skelton, Danby and Staithes, highlighting local points of 
interest involved in the ancient story.

The website has proved to be very popular and now gets 

nearly 2,000 visitors each month. This interest led to the idea 
of holding a symposium at the college.  

Sheila Atherton from the De Brus Society said: “We’ve got such 
a unique heritage here in Guisborough that we are trying to 
get the message across to the wider community and further 
afield. We are trying to use history as a resource and we 
couldn’t do what we’ve managed so far without the help of 
Prior Pursglove College.

“The college are doing such a fantastic job in the community 
that they are giving us the tools that allows us to bring our 
unique history to life.”

Mike Mackin, Faculty Manager said: “This is an exciting 
opportunity for the college but also the area as it is a little 
known fact that the ancestors of one of the most famous 
stories in the history of Great Britain are right on our 
doorstep.”

Celebrating local heritage -  De Brus 
Symposium 



Become a student volunteer  

As part of my work as a therapeutic care volunteer at James 
Cook University hospital, I get to visit many different wards 

and experience what life is like for the patients and the many 
skilled practitioners who work there.

On my first day volunteering at the hospital, I was able to help on 
the stroke ward, and was given a great insight into how patients 
can cope with their condition in different ways. I love to see how 

friendly all of the staff are on the wards, and to be able to help 
put a smile on somebody’s face by having a chat, or playing a 
game with them. I was amazed at how brave the patients were, 
and how they adapted to their treatments and surroundings 

in the hospital. 

Volunteering on the stroke ward gave me a real insight 
into what a stroke is and how it can affect somebody’s 
life. However, more importantly the patients inspired me 

with their cheery, optimistic attitudes to adapting to their 
condition and it was a pleasure to work with them all. 

I love the buzz I get from volunteering, and it 
has also managed to help me with my college 

work, as being in the hospital environment 
and on the stroke ward gave me a realistic 

idea of how a ward of that nature works. In 
addition this has helped enormously with 
my health and social care work, as I am 
currently studying an examined unit 
on health conditions such as a stroke, 

and being able to work with patients 
who are recovering gives me an 
idea of how it has effected them in 
many ways. Enabling me to apply 
what I see on the wards to assist 
my examination answers.

I would encourage anyone 
to become a therapeutic care 
volunteer as it gives you the best 
feeling to make a difference to 
someone else’s day. It has made 
me more aware of what goes on in 

the hospital environment and how 
everyone works together to provide 

the best care possible for the patients 
in need.

Health and Social Care 
student Kate Husband 
tells us what it’s like to be 
a volunteer at James Cook 
University Hospital...



From Prior to BBC Radio

One’s Live Lounge 

A2 student Tom Rogerson (ex Laurence Jackson 

School) has been awarded a four year apprenticeship 

with the multinational company Jaguar Landrover. 

Tom is currently studying Business, Design Technology 

and ICT and will start the Level Three, Advanced 

Apprenticeship placement in September. He is waiting 

to find out whether he will be based at Warwick or 

Birmingham and which discipline he will be working 

in. The company currently offer apprenticeships in 

Manufacturing Support, Tool Room/Model Factory, 

Automotive and Maintenance. 

Tom says he has thoroughly enjoyed his time at Prior 

but didn’t fancy going down the route of university 

as he felt it was important for him to gain as much 

experience as possible.  This paid apprenticeship is 

therefore perfect for him and he is really excited about 

starting in September.

Ex Prior Pursglove student and talented musician Evelyn Halls 

and her band Clean Cut Kid are making national waves after 

securing a live slot on BBC Radio 1.

Evelyn said: “Performing in the Live Lounge was possibly 

one of the scariest moments of my life.

“The sheer amount of people listening was terrifying. 

We spent so much time rehearsing but if anything goes 

wrong you can’t cover it up.”

Evelyn studied Music, Sociology and Graphic Design 

during her time at Prior and then went on to study at The 

Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts.

Clean Cut Kid are currently touring the UK and will be 

playing at festivals over the summer and plan to release 

their debut album at the end of year.

Tom kick starts career with Jaguar 
Land Rover



Students don high heels to ‘Walk in 
her Shoes’
Students have raised awareness of the plight of thousands 
of young girls in third world countries who still have to walk 
for many hours a day to collect water for their families. 

A group of both female and male students took part in a 
sponsored ‘Walk in her Shoes’ event for Care International, 
walking from the college through Guisborough High Street 
in high heeled purple shoes carrying buckets of water to 
represent the difficult and challenging walk many young 
people do to stay alive.

Leah Davey (ex Acklam Grange School) said: “I think it’s 
important to highlight the issues that some girls have to 
go through to get something as basic as water. It’s sad to 
think girls the same age as me have such a struggle for 
something we take for granted. 

“While we are doing A levels, other girls are 
fighting for their lives.”

Andrea Booth, School Liaison 
and Events Officer said: “Every 
day, girls all over the world are 
missing out on going to school 
because they have to walk 
for miles to collect water for 
their families. This daily trudge 
means that they never reach 
their potential in life. The idea of 

wearing heels was to create a difficult walking experience 
for our students so they can better appreciate the daily 
struggles of people in third world countries. Shoes were 
kindly donated from staff and students, but finding the 
larger sizes for some of the guys wasn’t easy!” 

Principal Joanna Bailey said: “The Events Team hit upon 
a light-hearted and eye-catching way to draw attention 
to a serious issue.  The Patron of Care International is a 
direct descendant of the great suffragette, Emmeline 
Pankhurst, with the charity seeking to improve the lot of 
women across the developing world.  The students – male 
and female - turned a lot of heads as they paraded along 
Westgate in purple high heels!  It’s great to see our students 
demonstrating their social conscience as well as a sense of 
humour.”



Daniel gains experience of 
working in a school

Well done to Daniel Todd (ex Rye Hills 

School) for completing a five month 

work experience placement at 

Kirkleatham Hall School, helping 

in the Autism Specific Early Years 

Class. 

Daniel would like to pursue a 

career in teaching. He said: “I 

was assigned to help in the 

Rainbow Group, which is an 

Autism Specific Early Years 

Class. I didn’t realise before 

I started the placement that 

the children would display 

such a variety of challenges, 

for example, they are all 

non-verbal. My role 

has been to assist in 

making sure the children 

are happy but behaving in 

an appropriate manner, whilst 

getting involved in classroom tasks. 

“Health and safety is obviously so 

important when working with children 

who require special educational 

assistance, which is taken very seriously 

at the school.  At no point in my time here 

have I felt insecure or unsafe and I have 

learnt a lot about the work that goes into 

ensuring the pupils are content and safe. 

“Due to the experience I have gained, 

it has reinforced the fact that I would 

like to carry on working in a school 

environment, which is why I wish to 

continue to volunteer at Kirkleatham 

Hall School beyond my work experience 

placement. I have gained more 

confidence in my ability to work with 

children and I am certainly looking 

forward to pursuing my goal to become 

a teacher.”

Fantastic to see one of our ex students Faye Marsay at 
the Game of Thrones Premiere in LA for her role in the 
hit series.  Faye studied Film Studies, Drama and Theatre 
Studies and English Literature while she was with us and 
has gone on to have a hugely successful career. 

From Prior to our TV screens! 



Governors at Prior Pursglove College and 
Stockton Sixth Form College have announced 
their historic merger into a single entity to 
create Prior Pursglove and Stockton Sixth Form 
College, which was established on 1st May 
2016.

The equal merger is the first of its kind in the 
sixth form college sector for eighteen years.

The newly incorporated college will maintain 
its current and distinct sites in Guisborough 
and Stockton and will be led by Principal 
Joanna Bailey.

Paul Gavens, Chair of Governors at Prior 
Pursglove and Stockton Sixth Form College, 
said: “This innovative and forward thinking 
approach will allow us to continue to fulfil our 
vision of providing high-quality education and 
life-changing experiences to young people and 
adults across the Tees Valley.

“Our two sites, Prior Pursglove College and 
Stockton Sixth Form College, will continue to 
operate, supported by an effective and efficient 
business function.

“We firmly believe in the benefits our 
merged college will produce for current and 

prospective students, staff, local employers and 
other stakeholders within our communities.

“The government’s Area Based Review 
of Post-16 Education in the Tees Valley is 
demonstrating the value of regional colleges 
working together against a backdrop of 
reduced funding.

“This is a unique and exciting opportunity to 
continue to develop our reputation as one of 
the region’s most successful colleges.”

College Merger Finalised



Prior Pursglove College, Church Walk, Guisborough, TS14 6BU
01287 280 800 enquiries@pursglove.ac.uk www.pursglove.ac.uk

Enrolment
Friday 26th August, Tuesday 30th August, 

Wednesday 31st August

If there is a reason you can’t attend to enrol on these dates please let us 
know and we can arrange an alternative date for you. 

/priorpursglovecollege

/priorpursglove

Preview Days 4th/5th July 
Spend two full days with us! A brilliant way to find out everything you 
need to know about the college and the courses we offer. 


