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Why choose to study English Literature?
If you are considering studying towards an English Literature A Level, you will no doubt be interested in the
knowledge and skills that you will acquire along the way. You may also be wondering how long the course runs for,
how much work is involved, and where the subject can lead you in terms of further education and career prospects.
The study of English Literature at A Level helps you to develop a number of subject specific as well as transferable
skills by encouraging in-depth, critical and contextual thinking in response to a range of literary works.

Is English Literature for Me?
If you are a keen reader and show an enthusiasm for a variety of texts from different eras, then English Literature is a
great choice for you. Equally, if you enjoy analysing texts in detail and debating your views then you could be wellsuited to a course like this, during which you will be required to think critically and express your opinions eloquently.
Aside from reading, English Literature also promotes authorship so keen writers would do well studying the subject
to learn more about literary styles, the use of narration and voices in writing as well as the general make-up and
development of the English language throughout history.

As well as complementing your analytical skills, your sensitivity to language, your comprehension of literary
terminology and your awareness of social and cultural contexts, the course will help you to build up some key
generic skills that you can apply to your work and studies beyond the A Level course. These include improved oral
and written skills, more advanced research and planning techniques, the capacity for independent thought and more
resourceful IT skills.

Being able to understand the nuances of words in the English Language can also go a long way in making you a
better communicator and listener, which are seen by employers as very valuable personal attributes.

Typical Workload for An English Literature A Level Student
The amount of reading will no doubt increase as you move into this next phase of education, however you should
find it easier and easier to absorb relevant information with each module completed.
Reading lists can be accessed prior to starting the course so be sure to spend your summer trying to get ahead,
especially if you are a particularly slow reader or don’t work well under pressure. Even if you only read a synopsis of
each text in advance, this will help you to familiarise yourself with themes, characters, context and the authors’
writing styles before you come across these in class.

As with most A Level courses, you will be expected to further your studies in your spare time, by reading secondary
material to help expand your knowledge.

Career Opportunities for English Literature Graduates
A degree course in English Literature is a common follow-on from the A Level qualification, but this is not your only
option as an English Literature student. The subject can lead students on to a variety of degree-level subjects such
as Journalism, Publishing, Editing, Teaching, not to mention opening up doors for those seeking a career in
alternative, but connected, industries such as Media, Illustration and Politics.

Information taken from superprof.co.uk/blog/a-level-english-literature-courses/

Suggested resources as good preparation for A Level English
Literature - Shakespeare
Videos:
Shakespeare Uncovered
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01k7blq

The Life and Times of
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qafnuBH8KPs

History Channel Fact file
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUHEPo_g0AQ

Cunk on Shakespeare
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YeCpHoy9EQ

Shakespeare re-told
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL891FB4E8A07F0E88

Podcasts:
BardCast
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/bardcast-the-shakespeare-podcast/id318908402

Lend Me Your Ears
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/lend-me-your-ears-podcast-about-shakespeare-modern/id1382357065

The Hurly Burly Shakespeare Show
https://hurlyburlyshakespeareshow.com/

Don’t Quill the Messenger
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/dont-quill-the-messenger-shakespeare-authorship-explored/id1448226390

Relevant Links for the Gothic Genre
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUNuFLHvVng

https://litreactor.com/columns/a-gothic-literature-primer-suggested-reading

A Gothic Literature Primer: Suggested
Reading | LitReactor
Purely balanced gothic fiction—of romance and horror in
equal measure—is a rarity in modern books. In the
origins of the genre they tended to be fairly balanced,
because gothic uses the extremes of contrast to heighten
the effect of both.
litreactor.com

www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/themes/the-gothic#

OCR A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE
WHAT IS ON EACH OF MY EXAMS?
H472/01 Drama and poetry pre-1900
2 hours 30 mins
Section 1 – Shakespeare
a) Twelfth Night extract question (15 marks – AO1 and AO2)
Discuss Shakespeare’s use of language and dramatic effects in approximately 50 lines of the play.
b) Twelfth Night debate question (15 marks – AO1 and AO5)
Debate an opinion showing your knowledge of the whole play.

Section 2 – Drama and Poetry pre-1900
Oscar Wilde An Ideal Husband and Christina Rossetti Selected Poems
Compare both texts while debating a view of a literary theme. (30 marks – AO1, AO3, AO4 and AO5)

OCR A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE
WHAT IS ON EACH OF MY EXAMS?
H472/02 Comparative and Contextual Study
2 hours 30 mins
The Gothic
3) Write a critical appreciation of an unseen gothic passage, relating your discussion to your reading of the Gothic.
(30 marks – AO1, AO2 and AO3)

4) Choose either (b) or (c). Discuss an opinion of the Gothic using The Bloody Chamber, Dracula and your wider
knowledge of the genre. (30 marks – AO1, AO3, AO4 and AO5)

OCR A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE
WHAT IS ON EACH OF MY EXAMS?
H472/03 Close Reading and Comparison coursework portfolio.
Task One – Close Reading.
Poetry post-1900
Choose one of the poems from an anthology and an accompanying question.
Write a 1000 word analysis of the poem making connections to three or four other poems from the collection. (15
marks – AO1 and AO2)

Task Two – Comparison
Drama post-1900 and Prose post-2000
Chose a prose text and an accompanying question.
Write a 2000 word comparison of the two texts. (25 marks – AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 and AO5)

