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This is an exciting course which will give you the opportunity to build on the skills that 
you have developed at GCSE and enhance your enjoyment of reading.  
 
We will be studying: 

• Crime Fiction – the focus here is on the genre as a whole and you will be 
encouraged to read as widely as you can within this exciting and varied genre. 
Our set texts are ‘The Murder of Roger Ackroyd’ by Agatha Christie, ‘When 
Will There Be Good News?’ by Kate Atkinson and an anthology of poetry.  

• Tragedy – Within this unit we will be studying 2 drama texts: Othello by 
Shakespeare and Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller as well as the poetry 
of John Keats 

• Non Examined Unit (Coursework) - This is an opportunity for you to pursue 
your own interests and choose your own texts and the critical approach you 
wish to take. This unit will be invaluable in preparing you for undergraduate 
study 
 

What makes a good English Literature Student? 
 

• Most obviously, you need to enjoy reading and discussing books. Students 
who are prepared to read widely, sometimes pushing themselves out of their 
own comfort zones, are the ones who tend to do really well and, more 
importantly, enjoy their time with us most! 

 
• In lessons, we tend to spend a lot of time discussing ideas, so getting involved 

in these conversations will both improve your grades and will hopefully mean 
that you learn more about yourself and your own beliefs and values.  

 
• You also need to be prepared to work hard at your essay writing skills and 

your written expression.  
 
 
 



Give yourself a head start for September by completing the following tasks 
over the summer holidays. There are 6 tasks here, one for each week of the 
holidays.  
 
Task 1 
To prepare for the first unit we will be studying (Crime Fiction), read a Sherlock 
Holmes short story – you will find all of the texts free online here 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1661/1661-h/1661-h.htm 

Read ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’ and make some notes on how Conan Doyle presents 
his famous detective 

 

Task 2 

The crime genre is huge with many subgenres. The good news is that watching films 
and TV series will help you with this unit. 

Begin by watching a classic ‘whodunnit’ by the Queen of Crime Agatha Christie 

Murder on the Orient Express is a classic and there is a new film starring Kenneth 
Brannagh which is available on All4 and on Amazon Prime 

 

Task 3  

Studying literature isn’t all about reading books written by dead white men – there 
are loads of brilliant books being published all the time. To extend your reading of 
the Crime genre try reading ‘My Sister is a Serial Killer’ by Oyinkan Braithwaite – it’s 
a fantastic book and quick and easy to read 

 

Task 4  

We will also be studying tragedy and therefore your knowledge of Macbeth will be 
invaluable. Use Aristotle’s theory of tragedy to make some notes on the character of 
Macbeth. This will be really useful when we come to study Othello in the 2nd Year.  

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/agamemnon-the-choephori-and-the-
eumenides/critical-essay/aristotle-on-tragedy 

https://www.sparknotes.com/philosophy/aristotle/section11/ 

 

Task 5  

We will also be reading some John Keats poetry as part of our study of tragedy. 
Listen to this podcast and make a few notes about his life to give you some valuable 
context for your study of his works in the 2nd year 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000s9r1 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1661/1661-h/1661-h.htm
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/agamemnon-the-choephori-and-the-eumenides/critical-essay/aristotle-on-tragedy
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/agamemnon-the-choephori-and-the-eumenides/critical-essay/aristotle-on-tragedy
https://www.sparknotes.com/philosophy/aristotle/section11/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000s9r1


 

Task 6  

Independent study. In your second year, you will do some independent reading and 
be asked to link your analysis to a critical perspective. You will choose between the 
following critical approaches: 

• narrative theory 

• feminist theory 

• Marxist theory 

 • eco-critical theory 

 • post-colonial theory 

 • literary value and the canon 

 

Look these up and make a few notes on each. This will give you a real head start for 
the whole course.  
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