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Introduction – What is A level Fine Art? 

Fine Art is drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, performance and video.  It is a subject about being creative; a 

subject where you express yourself and communicate ideas and opinions about the world in which you live.  You will 

learn practical skills on the course, as well as learning how to analyse visual images and interpret meaning in artwork.  

Practical skills will be demonstrated to you, before you go on to create your own work and practise the skills yourself.  

You will learn how to organise your own personal projects in sketchbooks, where you will learn how to present artist 

and contextual research, recorded images and your development of ideas.  You will explore and experiment with a 

variety of materials and you will be encouraged to make ambitious final outcomes. 

At different times during the course you will be asked to hand in your work for assessment, so your progress can be 

monitored.  The course is split into 2 components which make up your final A level assessment: Component 1 (60%) 

is the coursework component titled the ‘personal investigation’, which includes a sketchbook, short essay and final 

piece.  Component 2 (40%) is the exam component.  This is a final project set by the exam board.   Following an initial 

period of preparation time in lessons, you will have a timed exam to complete a final piece.  There is no revision as all 

the work is practical. 

What makes a good Fine Art Student? 

A good Fine Art student is engaged in the subject, dedicated and committed.  They are hardworking and enthusiastic 

and eager to create visual work, which they can be proud of.  A good Fine Art student will be practically minded and 

enjoy making things, but they will also be keen to study and understand the meaning and communication of images. 

Successful Fine Art students in the past have demonstrated real ambition in their work.  They have been extremely 

thorough in their research and creative in the way they present their work and ideas.  Fine Art as a subject is immensely 

enjoyable, because you have the creative freedom to explore topics that interest and excite you. 

Previous Fine Art students explain their key to success: 

Student 1 (Grade A*) – ‘I really enjoy Fine Art, it’s my favourite subject at college. Although I particularly like working 

creatively with mixed media and paint, there is no restriction on the kind of work you can make. Some students produce 

amazing realistic work whereas others produce huge abstract pieces’. 

Student 2 (Grade A) – ‘I was worried that everyone was going to be better than me, but I have had great support and 

encouragement from my teacher and my confidence has grown. I particularly like the way that you can explore and 

develop your own ideas and you are encouraged to make ambitious work. Now I know I can do anything, you just have 

to be prepared to work hard’. 

Student 3 (Grade A) – ‘Fine Art is a way to explore your creativity and expresses it in a way you decide. The opportunity 

to create large scale work in the spacious, relaxed environment gives a sense of professional freedom’. 

 

Additional Reading 

Looking through art books and art websites can be extremely enjoyable and a great way to discover new and exciting 

artists and their work.  Below is a list of books and websites, a few of which you might like to take a look at: 

Author  Title  Publisher  

Bell, J (2004)  Five Hundred Self-Portraits  Phaidon  

Blazwick, I and Wilson, S (editors) (2000)  Tate Modern the Handbook  Tate Publishing  

Blistene, B (2001)  A History of the 21st Century Art  Flammarion Beaux Arts SA  

Chadwick, W (1991)  Women Artists and the Surrealist Movement  Thames & Hudson, London  

Chipp, H B (1992)  Theories of Modern Art  California Press  

Collings, M (2000)  This is Modern Art  Weidenfield and Nicholson, London  

Coppel, S & Kierkuc-Bielinski, J (2008)  The American Scene: Prints from Hopper to Pollock  British Museum Press  

Elger, D (1998)  Expressionism  Taschen, Cologne  

Grosenick, U (2001)  Women Artists in the 20th and 21st Century  Taschen  

Grosenick, U (2002)  
Riemschneider, B  

Art Now  Taschen  

Heller, N (2003)  Women Artists  Aberville Press  



Hughes, R (1980)  The Shock of the New  British Broadcasting Corporation, London  

Kerrigan, M  Asian Art  Flame Tree Publishing  

Larbalesteir, S (1993)  The Art and Craft of Montage  Mitchell Beazley  

Lynton, N (1980)  The Story of Modern Art  Phaidon, London  

Marsh, J and Nunn, P (1998)  Pre-Raphaelite Women Artists  Thames & Hudson, London  

Mayer, M (2010)  Basquiat – compact edition  Merrell, London  

Ross, J, Romano, C & Ross, J (1991)  The Complete Printmaker  Collier Paperbacks  

Rowling, N (2003)  Art Source Book  Quantum  

Selby, A (2013)  Animation  Laurence King Publishing  

Smith, E L (1995)  Art Today  Phaidon, London  

Sydney, C (1986)  Flower Painting  Phaidon  

Ternan, M (2013)  Stop Motion Animation  Apple  

Tintagli, P (1997)  Women in Renaissance Art  Manchester University Press  

Wallis, B (2010)  Land and Environmental Art  Phaidon  

  
 

 

Summer Tasks: 

Observational Studies 

The first lessons in September focus on drawing, so here are some ideas to encourage you to engage in drawing before 

you join the course properly. 

Make a set of work based on crumpled drinks cans.  Look and observe the can from many different angles, but always 

aim to make your work as detailed and as realistic as possible.  Work methodically through the following processes: 

1. Make a contour ‘line’ drawing using pencil. 

2. Start to crumple the can and make a more developed drawing using tone and a dark pencil. 

3. Further crumple the can and make a drawing, from a different angle, and make a cross-hatch tone 

drawing in fine-liner. You might also begin to think about the background of your drawing and to place 

your can in a context; your can might appear like rubbish left on a playing-field for example. 

4. Crumple the can some more and use coloured pencils to create a coloured version. 

5. Further crumple the can and take a series of 8 photographs.  Carefully consider viewpoint and angles, 

lighting and focus.  Aim to make your photographs as detailed and professional as you can.  

 

Additional Task (to give you a further challenge!) 

Artist Research: 

A further important skill to develop in Fine Art is your ability to look at other artists work; to learn from them and be 

inspired by them as you create your own work.  It is important to be aware of artists throughout history, so pick one 

of the artists shown below and beautifully present in your research study over a double A3 page in your sketchbook. 



Include:  

• A title (the artists name) 

• A picture of the artist (you could even draw this yourself, if you would like to stretch and challenge yourself 

further). 

• Notes about the artist.  Who are they?  When and where were they born? What type of work do they do? Are 

they known for anything in particular?  Outline any other interesting facts. 

• An annotated drawing.  Include a rough drawing of one of the artists’ works.  Include notes and observations 

about the methods and techniques they have used and what you think the works means. 

• Make a reproduction of one of the artists’ works to engage with their methods and techniques. 

 
Pablo Picasso 

 
Mark Rothko 
 

 
Andy Warhol 

 
Louise Bourgeois 
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