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Progression to A Level Geography at Prior Pursglove College 
 

I should introduce myself - I am Steven Bury and I have been teaching A - level 
geography and geology for over 25 years at Prior Pursglove before this I was in 
accountancy and was a graduate of both Oxford and Durham University. The 
numbers studying geography on 
the new A level have doubled in 
recent years and our pass rate ~ 
100%. This last year has been 
the strangest ever in my 
experience; I am doing daily live 
lessons online or in college with 
all my students and its been a 
steep learning curve for us all. I 
have no doubt that come 
September we'll be well placed 
to help you on your educational 
journey and are ready to resume 
to 'normal' schooling in whatever 
form this may take. 
 

What do previous years students have to say about Geography?...in 

their words… 

“The lessons are fun and interactive and get everyone in the class involved 

We had fun and interesting trips. I seem to understand geography and do well. 

The range of activities done in the lesson are engaging and help to wards final 

revision. It provides a good level of variety within the lessons. 

The teaching has been brilliant and down to earth, which has made it much more 

easy to enjoy and learn. All the topics we have studied had interesting parts within 

them and this is a subject I want to continue in higher education. 

This course has been very pleasant to study as it covered a range of topics that 

were very interesting and were taught in a refreshing fashion. As a result of this I 

have always looked forward to these lessons. 

Steve is a great teacher who puts in a lot of time to help us. If we are ever stuck he 

helps and the topics are always made interesting. 

The rate at which we have finished each topic 



The topics are interesting and Steve is a great teacher! Hes so helpful and 

motivates you to do the best you can while being understanding of issues regarding 

other lessons and workload 

Help and support if and when required. Lots of materials available. 

The teacher is friendly and hardworking.”  (with thanks to A2 block C). 

 

To help students prepare for A Level you could try: 
For each task allow 1 hour for watching relevant online documentaries – these are all 

on Netflix. Write up your summaries – try to add images from google images to 

support points made and to make your work more memorable and appealing to learn 

from. ALWAYS discuss what you found out with a friend or family member…it will 

help you understand what you’ve learnt and share these ideas. Doing one task a 

week would be great stimulus and anti-boredom fodder until normality resumes. 

Steven Bury  

Task 1 Understanding conflicting evidence - 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80033772  Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret - 

Learn how factory farming is decimating the planet's natural resources -- and why 

this crisis has been largely ignored by major environmental groups. Which areas are 

most at risk? Who/ what is to blame? What are the solutions? Extension – what is 

bio-ethanol? – is there such a thing as ‘green’ petrol? What is palm oil? Why does its 

use cause concern?  

Task 2 Understanding hot deserts - Find a map with the world’s hot deserts on it, 

use google to research why these deserts are all located in two similar belts around 

the world. Start with https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4crvs-KTBw  but then use 

more detailed videos to develop your answer further. 

Task 3 Watch, Hot Deserts – BBC’s Planet Earth series 1 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80049832 or 2 are great introductions (small extracts 

on BBC iPlayer or BBC website with full versions on Netflix documentaries. 

Research 3 desert landforms and how they are created e.g. Grand Canyon, Uluru, 

the ergs of Sahara – images, processes and landforms.  

Task 4 What is desertification? How is happening? Who is to blame? Look into this 

issue in the Sahel region of Africa and compare to southern Spain. Watch some 

YouTube videos on how people and their activities are turning semi-arid regions into 

desolate deserts. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8ADeT9RAH8  is a starting 

point to understanding this topic…but many more links are available! 

 

Any questions….just get in touch! s.bury@pursglove.ac.uk  

 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80033772
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4crvs-KTBw
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80049832
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8ADeT9RAH8
mailto:s.bury@pursglove.ac.uk


Structure and options taken:- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geography AQA 7037 (new linear course) 

Year 1 

Module  

1 and 2 

          

Physical Geography  

❖ Water Cycle (& river catchment case studies) 

❖ Hot desert systems and landscapes inc 

desertification. 

Human Geography 

❖ Contemporary urban environments (urban 

climates, drainage, waste etc) 

❖ Changing Places – data analysis and perceptions 

of changing geographies. 

       

Module 3 

Start in yr 

1- finish in 

yr 2. 

Geography fieldwork investigation –  

In class - developing map reading, data collection 

methods and analysis of field data. 

YOU must develop an independent study on any aspect 

of the specification. (20%) 

4 days of local fieldwork over the 2 years. 

Year 2 

Module  

1 and 2 

continued 

Physical Geography  

- Plate tectonics , volcanoes and seismic events 

- Weather (storms, wildfires) 

- Carbon Cycle – inc climate change and tropical 

rainforests 

Human geography  

- Global trade and Governance 

- REVISION!! 

Two exams only at the end of Year 2 = A-level 

These are 2 * 2.5 hours = 5 hours. 
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