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Summer Activities - Music 

The Music course at Prior Pursglove College follows the AQA Music A-level 
Specification. Music is a creative, practical and academic art form. On a practical 
level, we are concerned with the technical expertise that enables us to perform on an 
instrument or our voice and the expressive communication skills needed alongside 
this. We are also concerned with developing creative compositional skills to be able 
to write our own music.  In addition we study the theoretical devices, elements and 
features of music through looking at many different styles using scores and audio 
stimuli. These include music from the baroque era (e.g: J.S Bach), the classical era 
(e.g: Mozart), romantic piano music (e.g: Chopin), pop music (e.g: Stevie Wonder, 
Daft Punk), jazz music (e.g: Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis), music for media (e.g: 
Bernard Herrmann, Thomas Newman), music for theatre (e.g: Les Miserables, 
Sweeney Todd etc), contemporary traditional artists (e.g: Bellowhead, Mariza) and 
art music of the twentieth century (e.g: Shostakovich, Messiaen).  

Assessment is through three different components, a performance repertoire of 10 
minutes on your instrumental or voice, two compositions and a written exam that 
assesses your listening and analytical skills. You will develop a high standard of 
performance, composition and ability to analyse a wide variety of types of music.  
This course is well-respected by universities and can lead to a wide variety of career 
paths in creative industries as addition to it being a robust A-level that combines well 
with other subjects for many career paths.    

 

What makes a good music student? 

To succeed at music A-level, you need to be ready to undertake a wide variety of 
activities and skills.  It is essential that you keep on top of your own instrumental or 
vocal practice and that means regular shorter practice rather than sporadic long 
practice sessions.  Try to think of your music practice like an athlete would think 
about training.  In addition, just playing through a piece is unlikely to help improve it 
in the long run.  Identify tricky parts and focus on these.  You also need to be 
organised with files and folders as you will receive many set-works of music to study 



as well as making notes.  The other thing to bear in mind, is that you need to prepare 
yourself for making mistakes as you compose your own music.  Try not to see this as 
negative; it is only by refining creative ideas after picking out the most successful 
ones, that we start to see our work taking shape and growing into a piece of music. 

Performance Activity 

Think about all the music that you have played over the last year for your 
instrumental studies or just for fun or relaxation.  Make a list of your favourite five 
pieces of music to play.  Consider the following: 

1. Why do you like it? For example, would you listen to the music if you weren’t 
performing it or do you prefer to play it more because you wouldn’t normally 
listen to it? Do you play the piece with other musicians? Do you feel a sense 
of satisfaction at certain points in the music? If so, whereabouts?  

 

2. Do you avoid some difficult passages more than others because they are 
more demanding to play?  If so, which bits are more challenging than others? 

 

3. What are the blocks to fluent performance?  Remembering to practice 
regularly? Feeling uncomfortable or not being able to relax when playing?  
Not knowing how to play a certain note or chord? Painful fingers, arms etc? 
Anxiety about making mistakes? Can you think of any others? 

After considering the above, aim for one or two pieces that you would like to be able 
to play well before Christmas that demonstrate your instrumental level and ambition.  
Also add one piece of music that you have never played before but aspire to being 
able to perform.  Remember, these can be in any style (rock, pop, classical, jazz 
etc). Plan a practice timetable for over the summer that will help you to achieve this 
and try to stick to it. 

Composition Activities 

Have a go at the ideas below to develop your composition skills.  You may have 
found composing difficult at school or perhaps never tried it before.  Don’t worry; the 
important thing is not to expect it to sound perfect.  Remember, the composer 
throws more of their music away than they eventually use! 

 

For the following, you can create your own rhythms if you prefer. 



 

 



Music Theory 

The circle fo fifths is probably one of most useful tools that we have to help us to 
relate keys to each other both theoretically and practically.  It is also very helpful 
when we are unsure about key signatures for major and minor keys. 

Have a look at the circle of fifths below: 

 

 



 

 

Imagine it as a clock. Essentially, the circle of fifths ascends by a perfect fifth interval 
for every ‘5 minute’ section of the ‘clock’.  Each time, the key signature increases by 
one sharp (clockwise) or one flat (anti-clockwise).   

Activity 1: On a piano or guitar, try to play simple chords of each root note in the 
order of the circle of fifths in an anti-clockwise direction.  Essentially, this means that 
you are descending by a perfect fifth interval each time.  This is a universally 
satisfying musical effect for reasons that relate to natural harmonics (and one that 
you will find in many different styles of music).  You can start anywhere in the circle 
and as long as you move anti-clockwise around the circle, it will sound effective.  
Notice what happens though, if you try to play the whole circle – we begin to tire of 
the effect.  This is because we are moving through so many different keys that a 
sense of a home key (the tonic) is lost. Most composers will only use a few steps of 
the circle of fifths at a time. 

Activity 2: Write out major scales using the outer circle for the home key.  You will 
find the correct key signature as a diagram for each root note.  Test yourself on key 
signatures without looking at the diagram.  Remember, that each 5 minute section 
ascends a perfect fifth interval. 

 

 



 

Intervals 

For the above task you may need to look at the interval table below.  This will help 
you to know how to create a perfect 5th interval and is a good resource for general 
interval understanding.  Don’t worry if you are confused by this, we spend a lot of 
time ensuring that we understand how to use intervals in music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Musical Analysis 

Have a go at the following questions.  Don’t worry if you are unsure about any of 
them as you will get to know the musical terms well in your first term at college. 

Bach: Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 in G Major BWV 1048, complete, Voices of 
Music 4K UHD video - YouTube 

 

⦁ What style of music is this? (circle your choice) 

  

Pop           Jazz         Classical       Music for Theatre    

  

⦁ What are the dynamics of the music at the start of the extract? 

  

__________________________________________________________  

  

⦁ What instruments can you hear playing? (name at least 3) 

__________________________________________________________  

  

⦁ How would you describe the tempo of this music? 

  

__________________________________________________________  
   

  

⦁ Describe the articulation of some of the instruments. 

  

__________________________________________________________  

  

⦁ Where might you expect to hear this music? 

  

__________________________________________________________  

  

⦁ What is the tonality of this piece (major or minor)? 

  

_____________________________   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdsyNwUoON0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdsyNwUoON0


⦁ Are the phrases regular or irregular? 

  

_____________________________   

  

⦁ What time signature is this piece in? 

  

_____________________________  

 

          

Listening to a piece of Film Music 

You will hear a piece of film music (clip below). The piece was written by film 
composer Michael Giacchino for the film ‘Up’ directed by Pete Docter. This scene 
takes us through the character’s relationship and romance over the years. Write a 
paragraph, using sentences, explaining how the music conveys the sentiments, 
emotions and storyline in the clip. You may wish to refer to the use of Rhythm, 
Instrumentation, Pitch, Tonality, Melody, Harmony, Texture, Dynamics and any other 
features that are relevant to the context of the question.  

Favorite Pixar's Up scene ever - Ellie and Carl's relationship through time, Sad 
scene - YouTube 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2bk_9T482g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2bk_9T482g
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Music Theory Resources 

The following websites can help you if you are worried about your level of music 
theory or just want more practice. 

ABRSM: Free practice materials 

The above website provides sample theory papers and model answers for all theory 
grades (remember you don’t have to take the theory exams).  Grade three (and 
above) theory practice can really help you to prepare for A-level study, but don’t 
worry if you feel that you need to look at grade one and two first. 

First Steps in Music Theory - Taylor, Eric (abrsm.org) 

The above book is published by the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
and is a good, helpful practical guide. 

musictheory.net 

The above site is really useful for the types of listening exercises that you do in A-
level music. Try out the interval questions specifically.  

Further Reading 

AQA A Level Music Exam Pack | Rhinegold Education 

The above study guide will be provided for you during your time at college.  

Below are a few of the resources listed on the AQA A-level music resource site.  You 
do not need to look at these in advance, but may wish to have a look at them online 
and listen to the music. You will be given scores to work with, so do not need to 
purchase any in advance. 

https://gb.abrsm.org/en/theory2018/free-practice-materials/
https://shop.abrsm.org/shop/prod/Taylor-Eric-First-Steps-in-Music-Theory/610730
https://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.rhinegoldeducation.co.uk/product/aqa-a-level-music-exam-pack/


Music Scores 

Area of study 1: Western classical tradition 1650-1910 

• imslp 

• Purcell for Trumpet and Strings – Boosey and Hawkes 

• Bach A minor Violin Concerto (Eulenburg) 

• Vivaldi Flute Concerto Il Gardellino (Eulenburg) 

• The A-level exam will use full score of Mozart Le Nozze Di Figaro 

(Eulenburg). 

• Chopin Ballades (Wiener Urtext) 

• Chopin Nocturnes (ABRSM) 

• Brahms Intermezzo in A and Ballade in Gm (ABRSM) 

• Grieg Notturno op.54 no.4 (ABRSM) 

• Grieg Complete Lyric Pieces (Schirmer) 

Books (additional reading ONLY) 

• Creative Musical Techniques by Graham Redwood  

• AS/A2 Music Harmony Workbook (Hugh Benham) Rhinegold Education  

• Music in the Baroque Era (Manfred Bukofzer) Read Books 

• The Classical Style (Charles Rosen) W.W. Norton 

• The Romantic Generation (Charles Rosen) Harvard University Press 

• What to Listen For in Jazz (Barry Kernfield) Yale University Press 

• Film Music in Focus (David Ventura) Rhinegold Education 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.imslp.org/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/18gDnZiPhr2PwOkHC-3DWb4Z0yWUbyU1cP7nTW24We6VfOjSlbcn1n-kIZopHHIVIFnH6eVRsgdbiMavmMunu7s0Qqn8eEl1XJwofF7I3g_1Tf4L1En5jyuyo7wTU0En9VPLjmRsFm2qVZw2f5fx0y2Qpohpr0hpCgxykW1vWM92lLdjK_VLxLZegpZFzl5oYowUUMZprLSj7HKfXd-YzasRXeWbhsDHG75KO5So-VQUxNKYr01f1avZscb0zwAEhu80TbU7tnsF-_ELI9FohCA/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boosey.com%2Fshop%2Fprod%2FVivaldi-Antonio-Concerto-Op-10-No-3-D-Flute-Il-Gardellino-Eulenburg-Miniature-Scores%2F2035564
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