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Summer activities - Photography 

Photography is a visual media that can document a moment in time, communicate creative ideas or 

make a visual statement. In many ways it can be related to Fine Art and be as experimental and 

creative as painting. Alternatively, it can be used in a more commercial manner and is heavily 

associated with advertising, the media and design. 

There is no expectation that you will have any experience of photography as you will develop a variety 

of relevant key academic skills, learn how to organise your own personal projects, analyse artist and 

contextual research, record images and develop ideas.  

A level Photography is a very ‘hands on’ practical subject, assessed only through coursework. It allows 

you to study and explore many genres of Photography, while developing strong technical skills working 

with digital and analogue processes. You will learn to use various cameras, a darkroom, studio lighting, 

digital software and develop your creativity!! 

 

What makes a good Photography student?  

If you have a keen interest in visual art, enjoy taking pictures, are enthusiastic and motivated then 

Photography is for you!!  

Not that you need any experience to join the course. We will teach you everything you need to 

succeed!!! 

Previous Photography students explain their key to success: 

Student 1 (Grade A*) - ‘Photography really allows you to explore your creativity whilst developing your 

skills in both film and digital methods. Over the last year I have progressed well with the excellent 

support of my subject teacher. The hard work has paid off and been totally enjoyable!!’ 

Student 2 (Grade A) – ‘I have loved exploring and developing my own ideas and, with the help of the 

staff, have learnt brand new skills and produced some photography that I am really proud of’. 

Student 3 (Grade A) – ‘Photography is fantastic!! There are great facilities at Prior, including a large 

Darkroom and you have access to lots of cameras. The course has allowed me to work and think more 

independently, see things differently and explore new and interesting concepts’ 

 

Additional reading  

Websites that you can look at include: 

• Lensculture - www.lensculture.com 

A vast resource of contemporary and traditional photographer’s portfolios that include, as well as a 

wide variety of photography that spans many and various genres of photography, various resources 

to investigate, within the 'Resources' tab on the Home page. 

• Pinterest – www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=photography&rs=typed 

For insight into contemporary photography, which can be used to develop interest in various genres 

and/or experimental techniques and processes. 

http://www.lensculture.com/
http://www.pinterest.co.uk/search/pins/?q=photography&rs=typed


• Student Art Guide - www.studentartguide.com/articles/photography 

Photography: tips, ideas and inspiration for college students 

Want to know which popular cameras are best for use in a college Photography class? Read articles 

about traditional and digital photography, learning photography basics and advanced techniques from 

experienced teachers and high achieving Art students. 

You can also research art-based careers: 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list 

 

Content  

The photography course begins with an exploration of Viewpoint and Composition. Future 

photographers can research the term 'Composition' and use the attached PowerPoint to support their 

findings, but they should note that they are not expected to completely understand it, as it will be 

covered in the classroom. Exploring it will just give them an insight into what we start with. 

Practical Tasks 

If they have access to a Smartphone/Android phone with a camera, they may want to try the following 

tasks, which will test and develop natural skills of creative vision using Photography. 

Task 1 

Twenty-Four in One - pick a spot somewhere in your house/garden and draw an imaginary boundary 

around yourself. You must then, without leaving the boundary, take 24 unique and interesting images 

(no two pictures the same and pictures that you like to look at).  

Note that although you should not leave the boundary, you can move within the boundary i.e. 

crouching down, turning round, looking directly up and/or down to give yourself strange perspectives 

of everyday objects. 

 

http://www.studentartguide.com/articles/photography
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list


This initially sounds quite easy but when you are at around 14 pictures and you have exhausted 'usual' 

viewpoints, you have to start being a little more creative.  

**Hint** - you might want to start tilting the camera or moving your body around to different 

positions. 

 

Task 2 

Photo-a-day Diary - challenge yourself to take one photo every day the country is in lock down. This 

can be a photo taken at any point of the day and should document something that you are doing 

during the day. It does not need to be a selfie; it might not have anyone in it!! It might be of where 

you are (bedroom/garden/kitchen), what you are doing (Cooking/reading/talking/exercising) or 

something you are using at that particular moment (tool/utensil/ toothbrush/computer) 

You might be preparing or eating your dinner, reading a book, talking to a relative in lock down with 

you, baking, gardening, playing a game, on your daily exercise, etc. etc. or you may be at school as 

your parent is a key worker. What does school look like with less people there? You may have to shop 

for someone vulnerable like a grandparent, how do you communicate, and could you document that 

in a photo??? 

 

Whatever it is, when you complete the task, you will have a visual narrative/diary of what you did 

throughout a huge moment in history and how you kept yourself busy or who with. 
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