
Sociology

Summer 
School



Sociology A level  
  

Sociology is a topic devoted to studying society. It’s sometimes identified as the ‘scientific study of society’ 
however whether sociology is a science is an idea which we will debate about as we progress through the 
course. Sociology attempts to explain human behaviour as product of our surroundings, and the things 
characteristics and institutions which act above us. In our course, we will look at how our experiences of 
the family, education, the media and crime have shaped our attitudes, experience, behaviour and opinions.  

  

Topics you will study:  
Families and Households  
Education 
Research Methods  
Crime and Deviance  
Mass Media  
Theory and Methods  
  

Why study Sociology?  
It compliments many other A-levels, such as Politics, Classical Civilisation, Philosophy, 
History, Law, Business & Economics both on skills and content.  
 
Career progression: Business, teaching, nursing, midwifery and radiography, finance, law, civil service and 
jobs concerning local and national government.  
  

What makes a good Sociology student?  
There is a lot to remember in Sociology, so the most successful students are those who work hard to learn 
all the key terms, definitions and dates that are introduced throughout the course. Some successful 
approaches include:  

• Practice questions from past papers and from the revision guides – you can assess your own 
work by using the mark scheme and examiners report. This helps you to identify gaps in 
knowledge.  
• Watch documentaries and read further into the topic – this will help you gain a deeper 
understanding of the topic   
• Consistently analyse events which are happening in society from a sociological perspective 

to exercise your skills of application  
  
Additional reading   
To further understand the course, to advance your knowledge if you are interested in certain issues which 

we study, and to gain higher marks in the exams, you may wish to read some of the following texts… 

Additional reading is always a good thing to talk about in your university applications 

Gang Leader for a Day – Sudhir Venkatesh 

The Establishment and How They Get Away With It- Owen Jones 

Eve was Framed-Helena Kennedy  

Why I’m no Longer Talking to White People about Race-Reni Eddo-Lodge 

Invisible Women-Caroline Criado Perez 

Women Don’t Owe You Pretty-Florence Given 



The Second Sex- Simone de Beauvoir 

Women of the Revolution: Forty Years of Feminism – Kira Cochrane 

The Managed Heart: Commercialization of Human Feeling – Arlie Russell Hochschild 

The Disappearance of childhood- Neil Postman 

Chavs: The Demonisation of the Working Class- Owen Jones 

The Culture of Fear- Why Americans are afraid of the wrong things: Barry Glassner 

 

Suggested Textbooks 

There are copies of some of these in the library/classrooms but you may not always be able to take these 

away to use at home. They can be found on Amazon for cheaper than the ‘new’ price. Alternatively, you 

may want to buy an older spec book- if this is the case, check with me first for a recommendation.  

 

Year 1 Book: AQA Sociology Book One- Napier Press  

           Year 2 Book: AQA Sociology Book Two- Napier Press  

Alternatively, you may wish to purchase 

some of these books to help you to 

understand the course content… 

Year 1 Book: Sociology Year 1- Collins 

                        Year 2 Book: Sociology 

Year 1- Collins 

  
Content   
• The first lesson will consist of a 
‘getting to know you’ and the course itself  

• We will then begin to understand the 
differences between norms and values and 
the differences in norms and values in 
places and look at what may happen if 
norms and values are not taught 
appropriately with a case study on feral 
children 

• You could begin a glossary by defining the following terms: norms, 
values, socialisation, feral children, beliefs, culture, qualitative data, quantitative data, macro 
scale, micro scale  

 

Suggested Summer Tasks  
We begin to discuss how educational processes such as teacher labelling affect our progress and also how 
class, gender and ethnicity may affect educational achievement 
For this you could watch the School Swap 
documentaries: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRu0OlQ0JkY and Poor Kids 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRu0OlQ0JkY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2sOqv_ObbAhWCxRQKHY3WBw4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Level-Sociology-Book-Including/dp/0954007913&psig=AOvVaw1qRW4R3GFrzgiio3MtZAyO&ust=1529746615248440
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj7qaS__ObbAhVKPxQKHZRLC7IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjWk-iu_ObbAhWCzxQKHYoaBbkQjRx6BAgBEAU%26url%3Dhttps://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Level-Sociology-Book-2/dp/0954007921%26psig%3DAOvVaw1qRW4R3GFrzgiio3MtZAyO%26ust%3D1529746615248440&psig=AOvVaw1qRW4R3GFrzgiio3MtZAyO&ust=1529746615248440
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjA3uT__ObbAhWMWRQKHUlhAosQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.waterstones.com/book/aqa-a-level-sociology-student-book-1/steve-chapman/martin-holborn/9780007597475&psig=AOvVaw1qRW4R3GFrzgiio3MtZAyO&ust=1529746615248440
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinzdSG_ebbAhWBmRQKHenkAQQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Level-Sociology-Student-Book/dp/0007597495&psig=AOvVaw1qRW4R3GFrzgiio3MtZAyO&ust=1529746615248440


documentarieshttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9aSp9bFmMg  on youtube, thinking about what 
problems or issues may affect differences in educational achievement amongst these groups  
You may also want to have a look at some of the old entry tests which students would have been expected 
to sit before going to school, see what score you would have gained, and where this would have meant you 
were sent to.... https://www.theguardian.com/education/2016/sep/09/would-you-get-into-grammar-
school-take-our-11-plus-exam 
  
We then look at Crime and Deviance, considering issues relating to punishment, prevention and the role of 
the police. Watch the documentaries online at the moment and begin to think about 'do prisons work?' 
The best for this are:  
Prisons (Channel 4)  
24 Hours in Police Custody (Channel 4)  
Our Cops in the North (BBC1)  
  
In our media module we also begin to think about the impact that representations of certain groups in the 
media have upon our own ideas/feelings. For this you could do some wider reading such as  
'Chavs The Demonization of the Working Class'- Owen Jones...for those interested in Madeline McCann, 
there is a very good chapter on her disappearance  
'The Establishment and How They Get Away With it'- Own Jones...again a really good evaluation of how the 
rich are seemingly less punished than the traditionally 'poor' in society.  
  
There are also a number of very good documentaries on representations and some films portraying social 
groups in certain ways:  
Straight Outta Compton- think about the representation of ethnic groups and the way that the police 
interact with them, think about the lyrics which they use in their music and what it represents  
The Full Monty, Billy Elliot, I Daniel Blake- think about these true and gritty depictions of the working class 
and their struggles, is this fair  
Dark Waters, Deep Water Horizon- think about the representation of corporations in the pursuit of profit  
Missrepresentation- think about the representation of gender and the body in the media  
Outfoxed- pay attention to the way in which owners of the media control their staff and the messages 
which they promote in their media.  
  
There is also alot of opportunities to undertake your own sociological research during this topic. You could 
make a questionnaire to ask your family/friends about how they see groups represented in the media, 
whether prison works, what alternatives to prison we have, whether ethnic minorities experience 
discrimination in the education system. OR look through magazines and news articles yourself and see 
what messages are being fed to their audience. Are they FAIR?  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9aSp9bFmMg
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